
Visual Art 
is 

ESSENTIAL

Nicole Dibble- Maywood Hills parent, Masters in Curriculum & Instruction: Art 
Education, 11 years as a Visual Art Educator in 3 states, Education Coordinator @ 
The Schack Art Center



Why do we need art? 

 https://youtu.be/B-nyVo6k8gg                     LIFEWTR #BringArtBackToSchools

https://youtu.be/B-nyVo6k8gg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-nyVo6k8gg


makes connectionsVisual Art…





Arts Education Navigator Facts & Figures

https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/pdf/2014/by_program/networks_and_councils/arts_ed_network/navigator_series/AFTA_Navigator_Facts-and-Figures.pdf


Helps us understand 
ourselves, others + the world

Washington Social Emotional Learning SEL Standards

Self-Awareness Self-Management Self-Efficacy
Social Awareness Social Management Social Engagement

“Arts educators are the secret weapon to implementing social-emotional learning in our schools, and arts 
education is the super power to once again connect our students to our schools and provide a pathway to 
express themselves for this in this post-covid world of education. ”

https://www.nsba.org/ASBJ/2021/April/arts-education-and-social-emotional-learning

 

https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/emoji-emoticons-set-face-expression-feelings-collection_2610009.htm#query=feelings%20faces&position=0&from_view=search&track=sph

Visual Art…

https://www.nsba.org/ASBJ/2021/April/arts-education-and-social-emotional-learning
https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/emoji-emoticons-set-face-expression-feelings-collection_2610009.htm#query=feelings%20faces&position=0&from_view=search&track=sph


“Art has the ability to affect people in ways nothing else can. For me, I’ve found art as a way to express what I’m 

feeling without even knowing it at the time. Art helps me understand my own life.” – Student

Connecting The Arts to Social Emotional Learning 

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/arts/Connecting_the_Arts_to_Social_Emotional_Learning_2021.pdf


Washington State 
leads the nation in 
rate of growth for Arts 
& Culture industry.
Data Shows Increase to U.S. Economy from Arts and 
Culture Sector

Prepares for the 
creative future
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Visual Art…

https://www.arts.gov/news/press-releases/2019/latest-data-shows-increase-us-economy-arts-and-cultural-sector#:~:text=The%20value%2Dadded%20to%20GDP,warehousing%20to%20the%20U.S.%20economy.
https://www.arts.gov/news/press-releases/2019/latest-data-shows-increase-us-economy-arts-and-cultural-sector#:~:text=The%20value%2Dadded%20to%20GDP,warehousing%20to%20the%20U.S.%20economy.


Is essential in the 
media-rich world

https://www.arteducators.org/advocacy-poli
cy/learning-in-a-visual-age

Students who have had an arts-rich education 
volunteer more often and exhibit greater civic 
engagement than other students. 

The arts and achievement in at-risk youth: Findings from four 
longitudinal studies (Research Report No. 55), National Endowment for 
the Arts. 

Leads to more engaged 
adults and a stronger 
society
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What is Visual Language? |
 The Toledo Museum of Art

Visual Art…

https://www.arteducators.org/advocacy-policy/learning-in-a-visual-age
https://www.arteducators.org/advocacy-policy/learning-in-a-visual-age
https://www.pexels.com/photo/woman-shouting-on-a-megaphone-3783558/
https://www.toledomuseum.org/education/visual-literacy/what-visual-language
https://www.toledomuseum.org/education/visual-literacy/what-visual-language


Is part of a well–rounded 
education, funded+law
Washington: RCW 28A.150.210: Basic education—Goals of school 
districts

Federal: The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) includes several 
provisions ensuring the opportunity for students to access arts 
education.

Washington State Visual Art Standards & National Art Standards 

“I support providing a well-rounded education for our 
students: the arts are an essential part of this. The arts 
teach to the whole child, engage all learning styles, and 
lead to the development of powerful learning habits 
that include such essential 21st Century Skills as 
creativity, collaboration, communication, and critical 
thinking. The arts also provide our students with keys to 
understanding the world around them and an array of 
strategies for learning, interpreting, and expressing their 
thoughts.”

  –WA Superintendent Chris Reykdal

Photo by Yan Krukau: Pexels

Visual Art…

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.210
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/arts/standards/2017/VisualArtsStandards-ADA_PASSED_12-27-18_PASSED_11-15-19.pdf
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/


Students receive visual art instruction that is consistent 
and sequential. 

Students receive visual art instruction that is 
inconsistent and sporadic. 

K-5th grade Visual Art Standards

6th-8th grade Visual Art Standards

 9th-12th grade Visual Art Standards

Building an equitable foundation of 
visual arts learning for our kids.

Each standard builds upon previous standards.



K-5 Visual Art Education in NSD

• 1967: Visual Art Specialists cut from 
the Northshore School District 
elementary schools (56 years ago)

• 1969: Volunteer led Art Docent 
program began providing monthly 
art projects

**Shout out to OUR AMAZING ART 
DOCENT CHAIRS, and all the incredible 
Art Docents!**

• Partnering with the Art 
Docents in the district is 
important for this effort!

“Arts education in childhood is the most 
significant predictor of both arts attendance and 
personal arts creation throughout the rest of a 
person’s life. 

All of us who care about the arts in this country 
have to care about arts education, about 
exposing young people, early and often, to the 
arts in rich, rigorous, and repeated ways.”

National Endowment for the Arts, Arts education in America: What the declines mean 
for arts participation

https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/2008-SPPA-ArtsLearning.pdf
https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/2008-SPPA-ArtsLearning.pdf


K-5 schools across the world, nation, and 
region offer equitable access to consistent, 
sequential visual art instruction by Visual Art 
Specialists
Arlington Public Schools: 1/2
Bainbridge Island Public Schools
Battleground Public Schools
Bellevue School District
Bethel School District (Spanaway area)
Clover Park School District
Columbia School District (Burbank)
Coupeville School District (Whidbey Island)
Everett Public Schools: 18/21
Fife School District (Tacoma area)
Finley School District (Kennewick)
Issaquah School District: family-funded
Kiona-Benton City School District
Mercer Island School District
North Thurston Public Schools (Lacey/Olympia)
Oak Harbor School District
Olympia School District
Othello School District
Pasco School District
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Peninsula School District: art/steam                                                                    
(Gig Harbor)

Richland School District (Central WA)
Riverview School District: 1/2
                 (Carnation/Duvall)
Rochester School District: some
Seattle Public Schools: most
Shelton School District
Snoqualmie Valley School District: 1/2
Spokane Public Schools
Sultan School District: 1/2
Tahoma School District (Maple Valley)
Tukwila School District
Vancouver Public Schools
Vashon Island School District
Wenatchee School District
White River School District: ½
Yelm Community Schools



Most people agree.

https://www.americansforthearts.org/by-program/reports-and-data/research-studies-publications/public-opinion-poll

https://www.americansforthearts.org/by-program/reports-and-data/research-studies-publications/public-opinion-poll


“The goals of public education are predicated on 
our common purpose to generate effective 
citizens who are emotionally secure, socially 
empowered, and civically engaged. 

To fully achieve these goals, we must reclaim our 
shared vision of a well-rounded education and 

chart a different course. 

Arts education is 

a right that should 

be available to 

every child in 

America.” Art for Life's Sake: The Case for 
Arts Education (amacad.org)
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https://www.amacad.org/sites/default/files/publication/downloads/2021-Art-for-Lifes-Sake.pdf
https://www.amacad.org/sites/default/files/publication/downloads/2021-Art-for-Lifes-Sake.pdf
https://www.amacad.org/sites/default/files/publication/downloads/2021-Art-for-Lifes-Sake.pdf


WA State Senate Bill 5878, 3/30/22
• Arts instruction must be 

• accessible by all students, in a way 
that is consistent with instruction in 
other core subject areas like Math, 
Reading, and Writing. 

• taught by teacher endorsed in the art 
discipline

• Arts teachers in the district 
determine what is taught at each 
grade level 

2022 Senate Bill 5878: Clarifying visual and performing arts instruction - Washington Votes

https://www.washingtonvotes.org/2022-SB-5878


Why?

When? 

Where? 

How?

Who?

What?



Visual Art Education 
is ESSENTIAL!

Your voice matters in this 
important issue!

1. Sign the Statement of Support

1. Like the “Elementary Art 4 Northshore” 
Facebook Page & on Instagram

1. Tell other Northshore families, staff, and 
community members about this effort and 
that

https://forms.gle/RKVteCs7qdE8vRB56

Photo by Artem Podrez: PexelsContact: Nicole Dibble, ndibble11@gmail.com

https://forms.gle/RKVteCs7qdE8vRB56
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